
 

 

 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
August 9, 2015 

 

Mission Statement 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 

 

 
 

 

 

604 Lafayette Avenue 

Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 

E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 
 

 

 

 

Ministers – All Members 

Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 

Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost                                    August 9, 2015 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 Prelude                                                     
 Opening Hymn 
       “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                        No. 315 LBW  
 Prayer 
 Time for Greeting 
  Announcements  
 Worship Song 
  “Praise and Thanksgiving”                                   No. 409 LBW 
 

  

We Hear God’s Word  
 First Lesson - Psalm 23 

1  
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

2 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 
3 
    he restores my soul. 

He guides me in paths of righteousness 
    for his name’s sake. 
4 
Even though I walk 

    through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, 
    for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 
5 
You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
6 
Surely goodness and love will follow me 

    all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
    forever. 

 Second Lesson - 1 Kings 19:1-8 
1
Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and 

how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 
2 
So 

Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May the gods 
deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I 
do not make your life like that of one of them.” 
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3 
Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to 

Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 
4 
while he 

himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. He came to 
a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he might 
die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am 
no better than my ancestors.” 

5 
Then he lay down under the 

bush and fell asleep. 
All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and 

eat.” 
6 
He looked around, and there by his head was some 

bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and 
drank and then lay down again. 

7 
The angel of the LORD came back a second time and 

touched him and said, “Get up and eat, for the journey is too 
much for you.” 

8 
So he got up and ate and drank. 

Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty 
nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God.  

 Gospel - Matthew 11:28-30 
28 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and 
I will give you rest. 

29 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. 

30 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 

We Confess Our Faith 
 Apostles’ Creed                                                             (on screen) 
  

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 Offering 
  Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                                (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 Special Music                                                                           
  “In the Name of the Lord”                                   Sharon Ubben 
  Sermon                                      
  “Signs of God's Care: Sabbath Rest”                 Pastor Jensen 
      Hymn            
  “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”                         No. 497 LBW 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 Benediction 
 Hymn           
  “The Lord's My Shepherd”                                   No. 451 LBW 
 Postlude  
 

Organist: Milianna Carlson 

Ushers: Cindy Blomberg, Cathy Braathun, John Rathmacher, 
 Lily Rathmacher 

Greeters: Clarion & Doradene Thompson  

Reader: Rhonda Ostrem 

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house.  
 

Thank you to Sharon Ubben for providing the special music and to 
Milianna Carlson for serving as our organist for our worship today. 
 

Today is our monthly Improvement Fund offering. This fund is used 
for capital expenditures to maintain and improve our church 
buildings. You may put your gifts to this fund in the recessional 
offering box in the narthex as you are ushered out. 
 

Everyone is invited to a time of fellowship and refreshments 
downstairs in the Social Hall following the worship service. This is a 
good time to get to know other members and guests a little better. 
 

The pastors conclude today their sermon series called "Signs of 
God's Care." Next week they begin a new series entitled: “Life of 
Christ.” The journey of life for a plant is very much like the journey of 
life for the Christian as God works to nourish our spirits each step of 
the way. We will look at the various ways God helps us mature in 
him. Sermon titles include: 
 “Rooted” – August 16 
 “Growing” – August 23 
 “Pruned” – August 30 
 “Bearing Fruit” – September 6 
Please join us each week for this new series. 
 

Volunteers are needed to serve coffee fellowship on August 16, 
August 30 and for September. At the present time, no one has 
signed up for these Sundays. Signup sheets are on the bulletin board 
in the kitchen. 
 

Thanks to all those who donated to the "Back to School Supply 
Drive" these last weeks. 
 

Thank you to those who came last Sunday to support Sierra and 
Zachary as they shared about their Czech Republic mission trip.  
Your support was greatly appreciated.  



Attendance last Sunday: 216 
 

The burial service for Evelyn Thompson was held on Wednesday. 
Please continue to remember her family in your prayers. 
 

Congratulations to John Valen and Megan Rash who were married 
at Immanuel yesterday. 
 

Congratulations to Chris & Brandi Hill on the birth of a daughter 
born on July 30. They have named her Hyla Lee Hill. 
 

Christmas Luncheon. On Saturday, December 5, we will host our 
second annual Christmas luncheon/bazaar. This is the weekend of the 
Story City Tour of Homes. Any ideas or suggestions are welcome. We 
will be holding some informational meetings in the near future. We will 
also plan some craft nights. If you have any questions, please contact 
Jaynee Christian at jlchristian@hotmail.com. 
 

As you are likely aware, the 137th Annual Fire Convention will be  
held in Story City September 9-13. The success of the convention is 
dependent upon the strong support of our community. We are 
reaching out to you today as a call for volunteers. We would like to 
invite you to our Volunteer Information Session on Monday, August 
10 at 7 P.M. at the Fire Station. During this information session we will 
share details regarding various volunteer shifts, duties and 
responsibilities.  
 

Upcoming Events 

 Young Adults and Families. Backyard Grilling and Games will be 
held this afternoon at 4 P.M. at the Jensen's. We'll have Frisbee, 
bocce, and other lawn games, plus the playset and sand table for 
the little ones. Bring some food to share and your own lawn chairs 
and beverages. Hot dogs will be ready around 5 P.M. If it's raining 
we'll meet in the Social Hall at church instead. 

 Quilt Tying. We have a half day scheduled for quilt tying this 
Thursday, August 13 from 9 A.M.-12 noon in the Social Hall. Come 
share in the fellowship with others while providing a service to 
people in need. If you would like to bring something to share for 
coffee break, you are invited to do so. We hope you can make it, 
whether it is for an hour or two or for the entire morning.  

 Women's Monthly Bible Study. We will continue our Bible Study, 
"Sermon on the Mount," on Tuesday, August 18 at 2 P.M. Materials 
are available in the church office or at the Bible Study. Cost is 
$6.00. This is a great opportunity for discussion and fellowship. All 
women are invited. 

Reminders 

 If you are out of town any Sunday during August, please mail or 
drop off your offerings, if possible, before you leave. Offerings may 
also be given through a direct deposit from your checking account. 
We also now have the capability to accept offerings through our 
website.  

 A nursery is available across from the restrooms on the main floor 
of the educational wing.  

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Those who are recovering after hospital stays. 

 Cooper Leeman as he awaits a heart transplant. 
 

We praise God for: 

 The gifts of rest, relaxation, and Sabbath. 
 
 

 

Youth Activities 

High School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, August 19 from 7:15-8:30 P.M. Bring a 

friend and get ready for some fun! This will be our last Wednesday gathering 

until next May. We will transition back to Sunday gatherings starting on Rally 

Sunday. 

Middle School Youth Activities 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, August 19 from 6:00-7:10 P.M. Bring a 

friend and get ready for some fun! This will be our last Wednesday gathering 

until next May. We will transition back to Sunday gatherings starting on Rally 

Sunday. 

Middle School & High School Youth Activities 

Back to School Bonfire - We are going to be kicking off the new school year 

with a bonfire this Friday, August 14 from 7-8:30 P.M. at the McIlrath house 

(1288 Northridge Road in Story City). Please join us for a fun night of 

fellowship and laughter! There will be s'mores provided! Students in Grades 

5-12 are invited. If you want to bring a snack to share with everyone, please 

let Zachary know by August 12th! See you there! Bring a friend or two! 



 

                                                 Affordables by Bethany Life NEEDS  

                                            Volunteers! We hope you will read this  
                                            brief article and think about how you can 
                                            help.   
 
                                                Affordables by Bethany Life, located at  
                                            630 Pennsylvania Avenue in Story City is 
                                            in serious need of volunteers. The store  
                                            has only one paid employee, with the rest 
of the manpower being provided by volunteers who live in Story City, 
Roland, Ames, Gilbert, Jewell, Nevada and other surrounding 
communities.  
  
 In the last year, we have lost several hardworking, dedicated 
volunteers due to death and illness. To serve our customers properly, 
each four hour shift needs at least four people on staff. Too often, we 
are staffing the store with only one or two people per shift. 
 

 Can you help? Do you KNOW someone who could help?   
 
 Volunteering is EASY. You meet new people. You make friends.  

You have fun! And in giving just a few hours of your time YOU give 

SO much! You make it possible for our doors to stay open.  
  
 If you enjoy stopping into our store, please consider – could you 
spare a couple hours and volunteer here? If you work full time, we 
are open until 7 PM on Monday evenings and from 9 – 3 on 
Saturdays. Do either of those times fit into your schedule? If you are 
retired or don’t work outside your home, could you arrange your day 
to fit in a shift or two at our store? 
 
 If you are still reading this article, we hope you are thinking about 
what time you can give. Over 75% of our volunteers come from St. 
Petri Lutheran Church in Story City. We want to spread the word to 
other area churches and service organizations that we have a 
serious need. Won’t you join us and help us make a difference in our 
community and to our residents?  
  
 Call 733.5304 for more information or stop into the store to talk to 
Denice. 

 

 

August 9 - 16, 2015 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, August 9 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Stephen Ministers Meeting 
4:00 P.M. Young Adults & Families Backyard Grilling and 

Games (324 Elm) 
 

Monday, August 10 

   
Tuesday, August 11 
 9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
  
Wednesday, August 12 
   

Thursday, August 13 
 9:00 A.M. Women's Ministry Quilt Tying Work Day 
 9:30 A.M. Roland-Story Ministerial Meeting at Bible Faith 

7:00 P.M. Trustees Board Meeting 
7:00 P.M. Deacons Board Meeting 
7:00 P.M. Board of Education Meeting 
8:15 P.M. Church Council Meeting 

 
Friday, August 14 
 4:00 P.M. Wedding Rehearsal 
  7:00 P.M. MS & HS Back to School Bonfire 
  
Saturday, August 15 
 4:00 P.M. Courtney Amundson - Eric Mensen Wedding 
  

Sunday, August 16 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Service of Holy Communion 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

 

 


